February 18, 1955

Dr. Lec Szilerd
Univers 1ty of Chicugo
Chicage 37, Illirois

Daear Szilard:

I saw your letter in the H.Y. Times a feu weeks ago, and I must say
that I shared juur paszsimism szhout the course of coming svenis. it the
time, I must admlt toc that I thought your proposel that the savants of
the universitics adiress themelves more cohercntly to the problem of
world peace was nalve; I must have been thinking subconcomscioualy about
it since then, your proposal now seems merely depperate.

I am sure thut there i: nothing in dosperation or othorwilse thai I
can individvally do to help, but I did want to offer you my moral support.
Can you do somsthing of the same in return? I have talked to a few people
here at Madison about 1%, and we sgreed we should like to hear mcre f{rom
you on the matter. That 1s, I think that Madison and this university might
be fertile ground for your propodal, and I say this in hopes of attracting
you to visit us to elaborate on it. Donyou think you might have the tiae
to spend a day or two hsre, and if so, when would be convenient for you?

This, so far, is purely unofficisl, and if you wanted to limit your

visit to an entirely informal one, with individual discussiocn and perhaps

a group luncheon with the local F.i.S., that could be arranged with hardly
more than an affirmative nod from you. If it would interest ycu to give s
more formal lecture, on any relevant topic, I am sure this could be readily
arranged, thowpgh 1t might take a little longer to clsar the finances. It
goes without saying that we will meet your expenses, whéther personally or
officially.

Frankly, it hardly seems likely that any solution is tu be discovered;
if this is taken as a fact, perhaps 1t ralses its own questions in turn,
whether there would be anything left to salvage, would it be worth it, could
this be helped. But however futile these e¢fforts, they might be a contrse-
tive catharsis in contrast with the neurotogenic load we gaull carry of
repressed not~-thinking about the H-bomb, and so might have thelir immediate
benefits tco. '

Do let me hear from you, and I hope favorably on your visisf.

Yours sincersely,
P.S. Have you any copies of your letter.

I am sorry 1 forgot to clip it and would

1ike to have one or more to show around, J¢ y;g Lederberg
(which gust have been your purpose in writing it). / HALs—
l/,



